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MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS MONTH 
DATE DAY TIME PLACE ORGANIZATION/EVENT 
January 31 Saturday 5 am – 7 pm Town Office Slab Down Home Derby 
February 1 Sunday 7 am – 3 pm Town Office Slab Down Home Derby 
February 4 Wednesday 6:30 pm Benson School Bingo 
February 4 Wednesday 7:00 pm Town Office Planning Commission 
February 9 Monday 11:30 pm Community Hall Senior Luncheon 
February 9 Monday 7:00 pm Town Office Selectboard 
February 10 Tuesday 6:30 pm Community Hall Busy Buddies 4H 
February 10 Tuesday 7:30 pm BVS Library School Board 
February 12 Thursday 6:30 pm Library Energy Committee 
February  12 
February 12 

Thursday 
Thursday 

7:00 pm 
7:30 pm 

Town Office 
Community Hall 

Policy Committee 
VerdMont 

February 17 Tuesday 6:30 pm Town Office History Project 
February 23 Monday 7:00 pm Town Office Selectboard 
February 24 Tuesday 6:30 pm Community Hall Busy Buddies 4H 
February 26 Thursday 6:30 pm Library Energy Committee 
February 28 Saturday 5:00 pm Community Hall  Cabin Fever Talent Show 
  LOOKING  AHEAD  
March 2 Monday 7:00 pm Community Hall  Informational Meetings 
March 3 Tuesday 10am – 7 pm Community Hall Town Meeting and Voting 
     

WARM UP YOUR WORMS!! 
This Saturday and Sunday we welcome the 10th Annual Down Home Derby, sponsored by 
the Benson Fish and Game Club, to beautiful downtown Benson.  Come out, catch some 
fish, win wonderful prizes, support our local Youth League and have a great time!  The rules 
have changed a bit since last year so be sure to check them out when you buy your tickets 
($15/adult, $5/kids) at G& L or the Benson Village Store or local bait shops. And remember, 
there are some great prizes you can win without leaving the warmth of your wood stove – 
raffle tickets are only $5!  Need more info?  Call 537-2468.  

CABIN FEVER TALENT SHOW 
Deadline for applications to be returned to the School  is February 16th and the BIG SHOW 
(tickets $2 each) will take place on Saturday, February 28th at the Community Hall.  
Questions? Contact Tanyia Chandler @ 802-345-2487. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Senior Luncheon 
at the Benson Community Hall on February 9th 

Warm up your hearts and start your celebration of Valentine’s Day early! Come and enjoy a 
delicious meal as well as great company. Proposed menu: Tossed salad – plenty of dark 
greens, Chicken Pot Pie, Baking Powder Biscuits, Orange wedges or Clementines, 
Valentine’s Day Cookies, Milk, Coffee/Tea. 

Suggested donation: $3.50. 
For reservations, please call Deanna Britton by Friday, February 6th: 537-2971. 

 

YOUR CHOICES 
The following people are running for local offices.  Please come and vote on Tuesday, 

March 3, 2009 from 10 am to 7 pm at the Community Hall.  
Agent to Prosecute: one 1 year term – no one 

Auditors: one 3 year term and one (unfinished) 2 year term – no one 
Benson Village School Board:  

one 3 year term: Jodi Goodhue, Rob Lowell, Tobi Silver 
two 1 year terms: Bobbi Bean, Eric Hults, Shelbie Wing 

Benson Village School Moderator: John Hill 
Cemetery Commissioner: Peter Flynn 

Delinquent Tax Collector: Daryl Burlett 
First Constable: Daryl Burlett 
Grand Juror: Daniel Britton 

Library Commissioner: Jackie Lussier 
Lister: Bob Phelps 

Selectboard:  
one 3 year term: Daniel Britton 

 two 1 year terms: Sue Janssen, Ed Peltier 
Town Moderator: John Hill 

Trustee of Public Funds: one 3 year term – no one 
 

CHANGE IN BINGO DATE 
Please note that this month Bingo will take place on Wednesday, February 4th.  Get your 

daubers primed for an evening of fun and prizes! 

TOWN MEETING 
March 3, 2009 

Community Hall 
Monday, March 2, 2009:    7:00 pm Selectboard Informational Meeting 
     7:30 pm  School Board Informational Meeting 
Tuesday, March 3, 2009:  10:00 am  Town Meeting followed by  

Annual School Board Meeting 
Polls open from 10 am to 7 pm 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BENSON PUBLIC LIBRARY               
 

                Open Wednesdays,  3 pm – 7  pm and Saturdays 11 am – 2 pm 
 

Bet you wish you had checked out a few good books to read during this week’s storm!  Come 
in and check out our great selection of good reads. 

 

CHURCH NEWS 
Sunday, February 1st is Souper Bowl Sunday – all donations will aid Fair Haven 

Concerned.  Everyone is asked to bring one dollar to place in the “bowl” and/or a can of soup.  
All money and food will be taken directly to Fair Haven Concerned. 
 

Our new Book Study began on Wednesday, January 28th at 10 am.  We will be spending 
two weeks studying the book of Ruth, then two weeks studying the book of Esther. 

 
The United Church of Benson’s Sunday School for pre-schoolers through sixth grade 

meets every Sunday during the regular service.   After the Children's Message, the children go 
downstairs with teachers Meghan and Cassie. The last Sunday of each month is Family 
Sunday, where the children and parents can worship together.  

Questions? Call Holly Noble at 446-3575. 
Everyone is always welcome each Sunday at 10:00 am and, if you enjoy singing, 

Choir practice starts at 9:30 am! 
 

 

VERD MONT FCE CLUB 
The Verd Mont FCE Club will resume its monthly meetings on Thursday, February 12th, at 

7:30 PM, in the Community Hall. All the members will contribute to the program by bringing 
an item for "Show and Tell". Plans will be made for programming for the rest of the year. 

Verd Mont FCE is part of the National Family Community Education Association with 
the following mission: “Strengthening individuals, families and communities through 

continuing education, developing leadership and community action.” 
 

BENSON BUSY BUDDIES 4-H CLUB 
By Dolly Wing 

The Benson Busy Buddies 4-H Club had two meetings in January.  At the first meeting 
we elected our officers.  President is Gabrielle Ellis, Vice President is Jonna Grenier, Secretary 
is Samantha Masse, and Treasurer is Alexis Beauregard.  The Club Reporters are Dolly Wing 
and Raven Collett.  Chair of the Game Committee is Jacob Grenier and the Snack Committee 
Chair is Kiara Bowen. 

At the first meeting we also decided what our sewing projects are going to be and played 
some games.  At our second meeting we started working on our sewing projects, so look for 
them at the Fair! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benson Village School News 
The 08-09 school year has reached the halfway point. Before you know it, green grass will 
be showing!  Many activities are happening after school. The Snowshoe club meets on 
Wednesday afternoons. The Strummers Club also meets on Wed. and is open to any 
interested parents. On Mondays, there is the Community Service Club where students work 
on projects and activities to benefit the community. The school also has a group of 6th-8th 
graders participating in a chorus group with Fair Haven Grade School Students. To help 
prepare students in planning for college, there will be an informational meeting for parents 
in Grades 6, 7 and 8 at Fair Haven Union High School on February 10th at 6pm. I would 
encourage all students and parents to attend. Bingo continues to be a bi-monthly activity at 
the school. The next bingo will be held on Feb. 4th at 6:30pm. 
 

ENERGY AUDIT 
Charles Murphy from BROC has just completed an energy audit on the Town Office and the 
Community Hall, at no cost to the town. The Energy Committee is planning to work with the 
Selectboard over the next few months to prioritize the suggested improvements, and complete 
the work as volunteer time and money permit. Keep an eye open for more news. Many thanks 
to BROC for performing this audit for us! 

THIRD SCHOOL BUS 
In the January 2009 issue of this newsletter, Mr. Beal explained the “nuts and bolts” of the 
School Board’s Article requesting a third bus.  The following is a more personal explanation 
of one parent’s concerns.  The printing of this letter is NOT intended to endorse either side 
of the issue but rather to make the issue clearer to people who do not have children in school.  
It’s publication was requested by parents at the January 13th School Board Meeting.  These 
concerns are echoed by many parents as well as by parents who, because of the demands of 
their jobs, are not able to drive their children to and from school.  There are also issues at the 
high school that some believe would be resolved by a third bus.  If someone wishes to speak 
to this point, please send a letter to bensonnews@shoreham.net 
Dear Voters,  
Please consider voting "Yes" in March for a 3rd bus for the Benson Village School. As a mother 
with children going to the school, the 3rd bus would make things a lot easier in my life. As it is 
right now my children would have to get up at 6 am to get ready for the bus that comes thru at 
6:45. Then they would ride the bus for an hour before they got to school. We only live 2 miles 
from the school. So I do drive them to school everyday. But that causes a new set of problems 
with other children at home and the chaos at the school with the morning drop off run. You 
can't drive by the buses when their lights are flashing and most people don’t want to wait, so 
everyone is turning around all over the place and dropping their kids off anywhere. If you want 
to miss the buses you need to drop them off too early for the school or too late for school. In 
my opinion, more parents would use the 3rd bus than having to deal with the morning drop off. 
I know I would. E. Rheaume 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DO YOU PLAN TO TRIP THE LIGHT FANTASTIC… 
on Valentine’s Day?  Our local Bone Builder’s group is ready to help you improve your 
balance so that the only tripping you do is planned tripping!  Join us from 9 – 10 am every 
Monday and Thursday morning downstairs in the Community Hall. The program is FREE 
and is a great LOCAL way to improve your balance, strengthen your bones and get your 
day off to a positive, upbeat start! 

HELP YOUR HEART FOR VALENTINE’S DAY 
Walk Rutland - a FREE team based walking program for residents of Rutland County – 
always has room for new members.  Give yourself a gift for Valentine’s Day and make a 
commitment to enjoy the outdoors, be healthy and help your heart.  Contact Sandra Owens 
(775-0555 or Sandra@walkrutland.com) for more information or visit the website: 

www.walkrutland.com. 

THE KICK GOES ON 
If you are looking for a one hour workout which incorporates aerobic conditioning, strength 
and abdominal work, come join the local kickboxing class. 
When: Wednesday’s from 6 – 7 pm ,  February 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th 
Where: Community Hall   Fee: $6/class  Instructor: Joni Imperato 

Please be sure to bring a mat or towel to lie on and wear comfortable clothes. 
Questions?  Call Joni 775-0980 

GOOD (BUDGET) NEWS 
The amounts being requested both by the School and by the Selectboard are down 

for the 2009-10 fiscal year.  The decrease in the School Budget means that the School 
Homestead Tax Rate for 2009-10 it is estimated to be 1.0765 (it was 1.1761 in fiscal year 
2008-09).  The Selectboard is requesting to raise $533,509 by taxes for the 2009-10 fiscal 
year.  This is down $50,500 from last year.  You should be receiving your Town Reports at 
the end of this month with more detailed information. 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED 
As many of you know, our neighbors Diane and Jack Drake lost all their belongings in the 
fire that destroyed their home earlier this month.  If you can contribute in any way to help 
them, please contact Loretta or Dennis Clark at the Benson Village Store.  Thank you. 

AN EASY WAY TO HELP 
In emergencies such as the one experienced by the Drakes, everyone can help by keeping 
out of the way so that our Fire Fighters and First Responders have clear access to the scene 
of the emergency.  Staying away so that those trained to help can do their job is the most 
helpful thing you can do.  Keep the access open! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The First Hundred Years 
1850 Personal Property List 

In 1850 individuals were taxed on the value of their personal property in addition to real 
property. The total personal property value of the residents of Benson was determined to be 
$60,641 by the listers. Stock on hand, money on hand and debts due were included for 
merchants in addition to bank stock, gold and silver watches, and ordinary clocks. Your value 
was reduced by declared debt. 
 
It was the “time of sheep”; there were about 6000 sheep, 550 cattle of all ages including oxen, 
150 horses and 100 pigs. Sheep were valued at about $1.50, cattle $14 - $18, horses $50 - 
$100, oxen - $60 a team, pigs - $3.00 and a swarm of bees - $3.00. Two poor, old horses were 
listed for $10.00. 
 
Philo Wilcox had the honor of the greatest personal property value as well as the owner of the 
most sheep. He owned 575 sheep, nine cattle, five pigs, three horses and two swarms of bees; 
his personal property was valued at $7769. Sheldon Doane had the most cattle (29). One 
hundred and three individuals owned pigs, 90 – cattle, 71 – horses and 53 sheep. There were 
232 polls.    
 

CHIMNEY FIRES AND FIREPLACE SAFETY  
More than one-third of Americans use fireplaces, wood stoves and other fuel-fired appliances 
as primary heat sources in their homes. Unfortunately, many people are unaware of the fire 
risks when heating with wood and solid fuels.  Heating fires account for 36% of residential 
home fires in rural areas every year. Often these fires are due to creosote buildup in chimneys 
and stovepipes. All home heating systems require regular maintenance to function safely and 
efficiently. Fireplaces need to be cleaned out frequently and chimneys should be inspected for 
obstructions and cracks to prevent deadly chimney and roof fires. The following tips will help 
to make your nights in front of the fire a safer place to be: 
 
� Check to make sure the damper is open before starting any fire.  
� Never burn trash, paper or green wood in your fireplace. These materials cause heavy 

creosote buildup and are difficult to control.  
� Use a screen heavy enough to stop rolling logs and big enough to cover the entire opening 

of the fireplace to catch flying sparks.  
� Don't wear loose-fitting clothes near any open flame.  
� Make sure the fire is completely out before leaving the house or going to bed. Store cooled 

ashes in a tightly sealed metal container outside the home. 
� Finally, having a working smoke alarm dramatically increases your chances of surviving a 

fire.  
� And remember to practice a home escape plan frequently with your family. 
 

Remember, fire safety is your personal responsibility ...Fire Stops With You! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A VALENTINE TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 
At this time of the year, the preparation of our Town Report leads us to look back over the 
past year and try to sum things up as we plan for the future of our Town.  Although it is 
tempting to say the amount of volunteer work that took place in this Town during the past 
year is “the usual”,  when you start to put it all together and write it down,  it goes way 
beyond “the usual.”  To name just a FEW of the MANY people who have given freely and 
often thanklessly of their time and skills during this past year, we have for Part I of our 
Thank You’s:  our Firemen and First Responders are all volunteers; our First Constable 
never bills the Town for his services; our Town’s website was created by and is maintained 
by Daniel Britton; the newsletter is written, proofread and put into your hands by Sue 
Janssen, Karen Barber, Tom Bartholomew, Rita Charlton, Lica and Jon Dodd,  Jan Ladd, 
Linda Peltier, Genevieve Trutor, Shirley Vladyka; Claire Snyder guides the Bone Builders;  
Deanna Britton puts together our Senior luncheons; G & L and the Benson Village Store sell 
Transfer Station stickers; Ed Tracey rendered some much needed cosmetic care to our 
WWTF; Jan Ladd organizes the Memorial Day Parade; Gina Cull and Jan Grenier direct our 
Family Day parade; the Cull’s and Grenier’s brought the tractor pulls to Town; Kathy Knapp 
donates her park for our Farmers’ Market; our fantastic puzzle was Ed Peltier’s concept, 
Donnie Ladd built the frame and 50 people in Town contributed to this work of art which 
was hung in the Community Hall by Ed and Donnie with the help of the equivalent of 1 
million Advil tablets; Sandra Owens and Jan Ladd run Green Up Day; Russ Symons is our 
24/7 12 months a year Green-Upper; Dick Bowen, the Pritchard Family, the Lamoureux 
Family, the Hoard Family, Jan Burleson and Sue Janssen, Bobbi and Dick Adams all helped 
the Firemen at their Family Day Barbecue; Megan Marsh and Eric Apjohn organized fun 
kids’ games on Family Day; more than 75 people contributed pies, pickles,  butter, baked 
beans, and sour cream to the Fire Department’s barbecue; under the guidance of event 
organizer Dave Bartholomew, the Bean Family, the Hoard Family, the White Family, the 
Brown Family, the Cull Family, the Lussier Family, the Hults Family, the Daley Family, the 
Peltier Family and Dave Bartholomew all created really creepy sites to help the Firemen at 
their Haunted Hayride;  Marti Coltey, Becky Coltey and Sarah Hahn sold tickets for the 
Hayride; Dick Bowen loaded the wagons; Reggie Lussier, Ben Bartholomew, Brian Book, 
Skip Moore, Kerry Munger, Jeff Noble, drove the (donated) wagons; the lines for the 
hayride moved smoothly thanks to Ed Peltier’s organizational skills; our First Responders, 
aided by our Town Clerk, run our Dog Clinic; we have active 4H, Girl Scouts and Cub 
Scouts and Boy Scouts – all led by volunteers; there is not a building or piece of equipment 
in Town that has not had its life extended by the competent care of Don Ladd; the campers 
and staff at E-wan-akee helped on Family Day and at the Memory Tree lighting; Bea 
Laramie helped Jan Ladd get the lights on the tree; Christina Shaw organized the Seniors 
Garden; and we know of no plumber, electrician, excavator, contractor or CDL holder in 
Town who has not responded “sure” when we’ve needed help in an emergency.  If even half 
of the people who have volunteered for the Town this year had been paid half a cent an hour, 
we would be broke.  And the above list does not even begin to mention all the school and 
youth sport related volunteers we have!   More importantly, however, without all of these 
volunteers, Benson would not be as great a Town as it is.  Thank you – and a special thanks 
to anyone whose name we have forgotten to mention here!  We’ll get you in Part II! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Need more information?  Visit our Town’s website: http://www.benson-vt.com 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 
For the March 1st newsletter, please submit your news and ads no later than  
February 20th.  To submit your news, please either e-mail the information to 

bensonnews@shoreham.net or call Sue Janssen at 537-3111.  Submit your ads to Shirley 
Vladyka: ShirleyV@shoreham.net 

PARKING BAN 
Please remember that from November 15th 
through April 15th the Parking Ordinance 
directs that there is to be no parking on the 
streets within the Town of Benson.  The 
purpose of this ordinance is to facilitate 
the removal of snow.  Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

 

Happy 80th Birthday, 

Betty Lussier! 

 

February 3, 2009 

 

If you see her, wish her  

a Happy Birthday or 

stop in at her house on 

Sunday, February 1st, 

from 4 pm – 7 pm. 

 

Bring a snack to share or, if you 

wish, mail Betty a card to: 

 

550 Hulett Hill Road 

Benson, VT 05743 

 

Happy Birthday to a wonderful 

wife, mom, grandmother and 

great-grandmother from your 

loving family. 

REMINDERS FROM THE 
TOWN OFFICE 

 
March 7th – Rabies Clinic at the Fire House, 
sponsored by the First Response. 
 
March 15th – Taxes due…and you’re more 
than welcome to pay them ahead of time! 
 
April 1st – All dogs must be registered. 

FOR RENT 
2 bedroom house, $750/month.   

Call 537-4836 


